
“Come, ye thankful people, come!”  It is that wonderful month of the year when we take time to celebrate our blessings, 
and I hope that you and your family will indeed come to church and be a part of the special ministries during this season of the 
year.   

We have so much to be thankful for here at Tomahawk.  We have rejoiced alongside those who have come to know Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior, and we have celebrated in the waters of baptism.  There are new ministries that have been started 
this year, and that are now thriving as a part of our congregational life.  We have welcomed new life into the world and into our 
church family.  We have built and blessed a playground for our children.  We prayed for and sent out a mission team this past sum-
mer.  Our “Be the Church” Sundays have taken on new meaning and purpose.  We have so much to be thankful for as a congrega-
tion. 

I am thankful for my family, who reminds me what life and love are all about.  I am also thankful for you, my friends who 
have been the hands and feet of Christ for both me and for our community, as you have shown grace and love in action.  I want to 
say a special “Thank you” to the church staff:  Thomas, Krista, Crystal, Jeanette, and Rhea.  What a wonderful team of dedicated 
people who help keep us moving and working the ways that God would have us to go.  I am strengthened by their presence and 
sharing of their God-given gifts.   

What are you thankful for this November?  You will notice that throughout the month there will be a place for us to share 
our gratitude for the blessings we have received.  The staff is calling it our wall of “Gratitude Graffiti.”  You will find a large blank 
poster for you to write and draw those things for which you want to give God thanks.  We’ll leave it up all month long in our Sun-
day School hallway, and then we’ll move it downstairs to the Fellowship Hall on Thanksgiving Day to be blessed at our annual 
breakfast.  During the month of November our sermon times will focus on having “An Attitude of Gratitude”. We will explore bibli-
cal passages and stories that express this idea. Please join us! 

My challenge for you, Tomahawk Baptist Church, is to look for the blessing in all things.  God is constantly at work in our 
lives, during the good times and the difficult ones.  In everything, God is reaching out to us, giving us blessings that we may or may 
not notice.  Notice the blessings.  Look for the good.  Keep your minds on things of God.  Be thankful.   

 

“In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18 
 

Mary 
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From Your  Pastor 

The holiday season is upon us! 
Plan to join us for these upcoming events. 

 

Sunday, November 24 and Monday, November 25 
Decorate the church for Christmas 

Stay after worship on Sunday, lend a hand and 
enjoy great fellowship as we decorate. Lunch will 

be provided. We will start again Monday  
morning at 10am. 

 
Thursday, November 28 

Thanksgiving Day Breakfast 
8:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
Hot bread and drinks provided. 
Bring jams and jellies to share.  

Start your Thanksgiving Day by counting 
your blessings with your church family.  
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Schedule 

 5:30  Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 
 6:15 Small Group Study: Animate Faith/ 
  Prayer Time 
  Children’s Choirs 
  Youth Choir 
 7:00 Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 
  Children’s Mission Groups 

 

Children’s Ministry News 
 
 

Our CIA (Children in Action) mission group is still collecting 
canned foods for the Gathering Grounds ministry.  Bring your 
canned goods by the church, anytime! 

 

Youth Ministry News 
 

Sunday nights:  5:30-7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Be here 
for good food, great discussion and fun games.  Thanks, par-
ent volunteers, for making this night so successful! 
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Wednesday Nights 

Dinner Menu for November 

November 6 
Adults: Salisbury Steak, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans 

Children: Grilled Cheese, Chips 
Turkey Noodle Soup, Assorted Desserts 

 

November 13 
Adults: Fried Chicken, Baked Yams, Mixed Greens 

Children: BLT , Chips 
Chili, Assorted Desserts 

 

November 20 
Adults: Beef Pot Roast, Parsley Potatoes, Baby Carrots 

Children: Chicken Tenders, Mac & Cheese 
Vegetable Soup, Assorted Desserts 

 

 
Please sign-up if you plan to attend Wednesday Night Dinner. It 
is very hard to plan without an accurate count. We want to make 
sure everyone has a great meal!. Thanks!  

~Jerry Worsham 

We Welcome New Members 
 

Hayley Gordon and Charles Thompson 
on 10/20   and Will Gordon on 10/27 

 
We Celebrate Baptism 

Sunday, November 24 

Live Nativity  
Friday-Sunday 

December 13-15, 2013 

6:00-8:00pm 

Sign-up on the hallway bulletin board!  

Volunteer one hour or more! 

Gather your Sunday School Class! 

Come as a Family! Bring a Friend! 

A huge THANK YOU to all who 
participated and supported 
Trunk or Treat! It was estimated 
that 400—500 adults and chil-
dren came through! What a 
blessing! This was a wonderful 
outreach for our community.  
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Children’s Ministry  
Developing an Attitude of Gratitude Through Praying in Color 

As the seasons change and the leaves fall, I am reminded of God’s faithfulness in my life.  As seasons change in my own life, I am 
reminded that I have so much to be thankful for in my life!  In this season of Thanksgiving, I invite everyone to take a few moments 
every day and think of the things for which you are Thankful.  On Children’s Sunday, I introduced a method of prayer called 
“Praying In Color” by Sybil MacBeth.  This prayer form is quite simple, yet powerful.  Thankfulness Prayer Calendars will be availa-
ble in the Welcome Center and the Church Office.  I invite you to take one for your family, or if you like, one for each member of 
your family.  Then, each day, you are invited to Pray in Color for a different person, place, thing, or aspect of your life that you are 
thankful for.  Write the name in the box and then “pray in color” around the name to fill up the calendar box for that day.  What a 
neat opportunity this is to do together as a family!  You could take turns and let a different member color each day on one family 
calendar, or if you choose for each person to have a calendar, you might share what you each are thankful for and then color your 
boxes together during a time of family devotions, perhaps around the dinner table.  Then, display your calendars throughout the 
month on your fridge and watch as you fill them up with all the things for which you are thankful.  What a wonderful opportunity 
to pray together as a family, in a way that everyone can participate!  By taking the time to participate in a daily  exercise of giving 
Thanks to God, it is my prayer that we will discover an “Attitude of Gratitude” developing in our hearts and spirits that we can carry 
with us throughout the rest of the year.  May God continue to bless and inspire us as we move throughout the day, giving thanks 
for all the gifts He has given to us! 

I have included a sample of a prayer calendar that was done during Lent.  I hope it will serve as an example of what a “Praying In 
Color Calendar” can look like, as you create your own!  (Sample was taken from Sybil MacBeth’s website, prayingincolor.com) 

In Christ, Krista 
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A Note from Krista 

On Wednesday nights this fall, we’ve been growing to know more about how the Bible came to be in 
the form we now recognize, the genres that make it up, and how all these factors impact the way we 
read and understand the Bible.  Although the Animate Bible series has ended, we have just begun a 
new series called Animate Faith.  The format is very similar and will help us to explore seven central 
aspects of our faith: God, Religion, Jesus, Salvation, the Cross, the Bible, and the Church.  Please join 
with us on Wednesday nights at 6:15 in the Agape Sunday school room (on the side hall across from 
the nursery) as we continue to wrestle and grow in our faith together. 

Thank you for all of the prayers, phone 
calls and food during my recent illness.  
Your thoughtfulness means so much!  

~ Ruby Weston 
 

Thank you so much for the calls, cards and visits during Steve’s 
recent hospitalization. Everyone has been so kind and we appreci-
ate the continued prayers as Steve recovers. 

~Sincerely, Steve and Judy Sheffield 
 

To my family and friends at Tomahawk Baptist Church, I want to 
thank everyone for keeping me in your thoughts and prayers as I 
went through several surgeries. Your phone calls, emails and cards 
were greatly appreciated. The cards still line my fireplace mantel. 
It was very comforting to have so much caring support during this 
challenging time.  

     ~Chris Chance 
 

Many thanks to our TBC family for all the cards, gifts, and kind 
words of affirmation for Pastor Appreciation month.  We are 
blessed to be part of such a loving congregation and to be able to 
serve alongside you as we live out our faith together.  Thank you 
for your support and for allowing us to be part of your lives.  We 
are truly grateful! 

~Mary, Thomas, and Krista 
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CCHASM Thanksgiving Meal Gift Package 2013 

For Thanksgiving 2012, CCHASM was able 
to assist  

8,474 adults and children. 
In 2012 Tomahawk Baptist Church con-
tributed 47 bags and 26 gift cards.  Let’s 

try to top that this year! 
A COMPLETE MEAL GIFT PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

1 – 40 oz Can of Yams or Sweet Potatoes 
1 – 13 oz Box of Mashed Potatoes 
1 – 16 oz Can of Cranberry Sauce 
2 – 15 oz Can of Corn 
2 – 15 oz Can of Green Vegetables 
2 – 16 oz Boxes or Packages of Stuffing Mix 
2 – 10 oz Cans or jars of gravy 
1 – Box of Hot Chocolate 
1 – box of tea bags 
1 – Box or bag of cookies 
Optional- $15.00 Grocery Gift Card (ie. Kroger, Martins, 
Walmart, Food Lion)  
Where do I bring the bags?  Music Room or Disciple Sunday 
School Room 
Where do I bring the grocery gift cards? Church Office or give to 
Betsy Harrell 
When?   No later than November 10th 

Please:  
1.  Check all items for expiration dates.  We CAN NOT give out 
any expired food. 
 
2.  All items must be in their original saleable packages no pre-
opened items please. 
 
3. If possible, please place all items in doubled paper bags with 
handles, or canvas grocery bags. 
 

Questions: Call Betsy Harrell at 674-5740 or email  

betsyharrell@verison.net 

Operation Christmas Child 2012 
Shoeboxes – Due Nov. 10 

 
Suggested Items 
School Supplies: pens, pencils, sharpeners, crayons or mark-
ers, stamps and ink pad sets, etc. 
 

Toys: small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, har-
monicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, etc. 
 

Hygiene Items: toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (in 
plastic baggie), comb, washcloth, hair ribbons, etc. 
 

Other: T-shirts, socks, ball caps, sunglasses, toy jewelry, 
watches, hard candies, gum, etc. 
 

A Personal Note: You may enclose a personal note to the 
child or picture of you and your family.  If you include your 
address, you may just get a note from the child. 
 

DO NOT INCLUDE: Used or damaged items, war related 
items (such as toy guns, knives, or military figures/vehicles), 
chocolate or food items, out of date candy, liquids or lotions, 
medications or vitamins, breakable items (such as glass 
items or containers), aerosol cans 
 

Reminders: 
-Package the items in a wrapped shoebox (lid wrapped sepa-
rately), a plastic shoebox sized container, or one of the dedi-
cated OCC boxes, and put a rubber band around it. 
-Please donate $7 (either online or as a check included in 
your box) for each box to help with shipping and other relat-
ed costs. 

CCHASM Thanksgiving Gift Bag Program 
Sorting and Packing Bags 

Tuesday, November 19 at 10:30am 
 Sign up sheet will be on the Missions bulletin board.  Those 
wishing to volunteer should sign up and meet at TBC on the 
above date. We will put the bags Tomahawk has collected in 
our cars and then travel to the Chesterfield County Fair-
grounds Exhibition Center. We plan to finish up at 2:00.  
Everyone should plan to bring a snack lunch and wear com-
fortable shoes for standing several hours. 

Operation Christmas Child Soup Lunch 
Sunday, November 10 after service 

The weather is cooling and leaves are changing, what better 
time to get together in God’s house  for some homemade soup 
and good company. 

As we come together we would like to give everyone an op-
portunity to participate in Operation Christmas Child by doing 
one or more of the following: 

 Bring a filled child’s box/boxes 

 Bring items to place in the boxes 

 Contribute monetarily—we will purchase the gifts for the 
boxes (see Joyce Ward or Peggy Todd) 

 And of course for a successful lunch—provide your favor-
ite crock pot of soup (sign up sheet in sanctuary hall) 

Thanks in advance for your contributions and we look forward 
to this time of fellowship. 

~The Operation Christmas Child Team 
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Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Eric Breedlove and family 
Donna Bright 
Chris Chance 
Marguerite Coates 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
EB Davis 
Dorothy Holland 
Luther Holloman 
Charles & Gail King 
Lloyd Mawyer 
Harold McCabe 
Lois Parsons 
Lois Ramseur 
Steve Sheffield 
Ruth Spaulding 
Charles Taylor  
Thelma Taylor 

Friends and Family  
Jerry Burke 
Roy Hooker 
Patricia Leigh 
Mamie Lex 
Family of Buddy McDaniels 
Steve Musachia 
Brenda Philbin 
Ann Powell 
Monica Tomasik 
Kathy Whitlock 
 
Serving in the Military 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 
Jason Hehl – Ft. Belvoire, VA 
Melanie Hehl—Fort Bragg                    
Ryan Hehl - Korea  
Mark Redman – Germany 
Jacob Robertson – Ft. Bragg 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq 
Kenny Tarrant  

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on call” if 
you need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

 

Mike Audet—639-1143 
Christie Hamlett—307-7813 
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Facts & Figures as of October 27, 2013 

Offering   $7,410.17    Received to Date    $334,283.40 
Weekly   $8,967.47       Required to Date    $385,601.21 
Budget     $466,308.70   

Amount Behind Budget     $51,317.81 
Let’s each do our part and remember our pledges.  

Debit Retirement YTD: $14,497.11 
 

Anyone making a payment for our Debt Retirement or Partners in 
Christ, please clearly mark your check and  offering envelope  so they 
will be posted correctly.  Thank you. 

Guys and Dolls 

Guys and Dolls will not have a meeting in 
November because of the Thanksgiving  
Holiday. 
 

However, Astra Thornton has again invited 
us to her house for a Christmas Brunch !!   
Date : Tuesday,  December 10, 2013. 
Time :  11:30 AM 
 

 We will have our gift exchange, so bring a gift for no more than 
$10.00 and make a reservation.  We need to know how many 
people will be attending. 
 

Old Pictures Get New Life 

We would like to prepare a POWERPOINT (pictures thrown up 
on a screen by a computer) consisting of old personal pictures 
of church members, doing things related to our church.  This 
would include any artifact you may have. 
Please put your name on each picture and give them to     
Thomas.  After they are scanned into the computer, we will 
return your pictures to you. 
The deadline is VALENTINES DAY.  We will remind you in each 
newsletter until then.  Help us to continue to record our history. 

Partners In Christ 

Our Partners in Christ offering will run from September 22—
October 27. This is our annual offering we collect to support 
our mission partners: local, state and international.  

Goal: $6,000.00  YTD: $5,089.80 

There has been interest expressed in starting an email prayer 
chain. If you would like to be a part, please email Elsie Dillard at  
erdillard1@verizon.net. Anticipated start date would be       
December 1.  

From the Church Office… 

 Please have any submissions for the 
monthly newsletter into the office by the 
15th of the month prior to publication.   

 Please check your boxes on a regular basis. There may be 
time sensitive material.  

 Please be sure all of your contact information is correct in 
the office, phone numbers, addresses, emails, etc. 

 Directories are available from the office.  
 

A note about your newsletter… 
Beginning  with February’s newsletter, if you have submitted an 
email address to the office, you will receive your newsletter 
electronically. If you have not submitted an email address,  
please do so. If you do not wish your newsletter via email, you 
may opt out. Just call and notify the office. Hard copies will still 
be available for those who wish to receive them as well as in the 
office.  Just this small change will save the church the cost of 
postage, as well as paper and printing.  

 
 

Our deepest sympathy to the Breedlove family in the loss of  
Eric’s dad,  Robert, on Tuesday October 22.  
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Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Mary Richerson Mann, Senior Pastor 

Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

Crystal Breedlove, Interim Music Director 

Krista Manuel,  Children and Families Ministry 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

 jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
FPU = Financial Peace 

University 

PSM = Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

G & D = Guys & 

Dolls 
  1 2 

 

3 4 

PSM 10:30 

 

5 6 

Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30 

7 

 

FPU 6:45 

8 9 

10  

OCC Soup Lunch 
 

CCHASM Bags  
Deadline 

11 

PSM 10:30 

Praise Team 6:30 

 

12 

 

Deacons 7:00 

13 

Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30 

14 

 

FPU 6:45 

15 16 

17 18 

PSM 10:30 

G & D Planning 10:30 

19 

Volunteer/Deliver 
CHHASM Bags 

10:30 

20 

Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30 

21 22 23 

24 

Baptism 
Decorate the Church 

 

25 

PSM 9:30 
Decorate the Church 

Praise Team 6:30 

26 27 

No activities 

28  

Thanksgiving  
Breakfast 8:30am 

 

Office Closed 

29 30 

17th—25th Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Collection 10:00am—6:00pm 

OCC 


